
 

 

 

 

A TALE OF RESILIENCE IN THE SHADE OF INEQUALITY 

“A  76,2% pass rate, although a 5% decrease from 2019, is understandable,” stated Dr Anthea Cereseto, CEO of the 

Governing Body Foundation, commenting on what she described as an acceptable outcome in a year disrupted by 

factors beyond the control of all those in the education sector.  It is pleasing to note that more learners obtained a 

National Senior Certificate in 2020 than in previous years. Also, a higher number of learners achieved bachelor’s 

degree entrance passes. The class of 2020 outperformed the class of 2019 in terms of quality in almost all subjects. 

The quality achievement gap between wealthier schools and no-fee schools is closing.  

The Governing Body Foundation, along with many other organisations, congratulates the learners in the matric 

class of 2020, their teachers, their schools, their families, and the officials in the Departments of Education at both 

national and provincial levels, especially those responsible for examinations. We know that so much more was 

expected of all these role-players in the abnormal schooling circumstances arising from the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

resilience, courage, determination, and innovation displayed by all parties were commendable. The extra effort put 

into helping grade 12s to complete the curriculum and acquire the necessary learning despite the lost learning time 

paid off. 

The approval of the results by Umalusi was welcomed in light of the uncertainty caused by the leaks of two question 

papers. The investigations are still ongoing, but the Governing Body Foundation is pleased that the results of only 

those definitely implicated in the incident will be withheld. However, should evidence prove that more individuals 

have cheated, the law provides for the withdrawal of the NSC from those persons. 

The GBF notes that the Umalusi standardisation process did not give extra marks to the class of 2020. Raw marks 

were used for 74% of the subjects with half of the of the remaining subjects being adjusted upwards and the other 

half adjusted downwards.  The GBF is satisfied that those who earned their National senior Certificate in 2020 can 

feel confident that their certificates are of equal value to those earned by matric classes of previous years. Having 

achieved the certificate under Covid-19 conditions probably means that these learners have acquired skills that 

were not examinable, but which will be valuable as they move onto the next stage of life. 

Much more analysis of the results will take place over the next days but what must not be forgotten in the joy and 

celebration of this year’s results is the how the Covid-19 crisis exposed the inequalities in the education system and 

South Africa at large. When learning moved online for those with the data and devices, the majority of learners (in 

all grades) were left behind. To catch up, Grade 12s and their teachers commendably were involved in face-to-face 

classes seven days a week. Just one set of data related to this reality which the Director-General presented is the 

fact that learners who were active beneficiaries of social grants achieved an 84% pass rate whereas those who were 

no longer recipients (reasons not provided) achieved only a 69% pass rate.  The meagre support of the grant seems 

to have provided sufficient support to enable the learner to pass and have a chance to change the progression of 

his or her life for the better both for himself or herself, but also for the country. 
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Contact details: National CEO, Dr Anthea Cereseto, 082 610 57 56; 011 886 0031, 061 091 2374:  

(The Governing Body Foundation is a voluntary association of the Governing Bodies of 700 South African 
schools.  It aims to enhance effective school governance and supports high-quality education in its member 
schools.) 


